UNIVERSAL   SUFFRAGE

The Constitution of 1848, drawn up under the impression of the
'June days', was an attempt to put into effect the principles of the
moderate republican party - that is, universal suffrage accom-
panied by the maintenance of the social order. Out of respect for
the doctrine of the separation of powers, it entrusted the legislative
power to a single assembly, and the executive power to a president
of the Republic, both elected by the people, which was regarded
as delegating its power to them. The relations between the two
powers were not defined; the republicans distrusted parliamentary
government, which was practised in monarchical countries only,
and was opposed to the tradition of the Revolution. The president
retained the power of choosing the ministers, who, in a centralized
system, disposed of all effective powers - the army, the police, and
the power of appointing and dismissing all officials. Out of respect
for the sovereignty of the people, the Assembly at once set to work
to hold elections for choosing a president.

The choice of the man entrusted with the supreme power was
accordingly handed over to a people without education or political
experience, the enormous majority of whom were unable to read
or else incapable of understanding what they read. The great mass
of them knew nothing but the name of Napoleon, carried far and
wide by the stories of old soldiers and popular prints, It voted for
the Emperor's nephew, Louis Napoleon, who had recently re-
turned from exile. He was personally unknown and was supported
by the party of order against Cavaignac, the candidate of the
moderate republicans.

JTHE REACTION

The reaction against the Revolution had already begun with
Gavaignac's candidature, The republican majority declared that,
material order having been restored, it remained to restore 'moral
order*. This formula, which the royalists were to render famous
in 1849 a^d l873> meant that the mass of the people was to resume
its habit of allowing policy to be directed by 'the governing classes'
(Us classes dirigeantes). The partisans of the social Republic were
already calling their opponents Reactionaries' - a name which
has remained in use in the popular parlance of the parties of the
left. Their representatives in the Assembly split off from the
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